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The situation of Sakineh Mohammadi ASHTIANI (see photo on the right) is a concern for all the 
world’s citizens. 
This Iranian woman is sentenced to death by stoning for "adultery."  
 
For several weeks, ASF France, whose mission is to ensure the defense of the weakest, including 
those men and women whose lives, physical integrity and freedom are threatened, has been in 
direct contact with Sakineh Mohammadi ASHTIANI’s Iranian lawyers.  
"Together, we are considering every possible action both domestically and internationally in order 
to save the life of this innocent woman", explains François Cantier, President of ASF France.  
Today, Avocats Sans Frontières’ Network filed an appeal for clemency from the Iranian authorities, 
requesting  for the death sentence not to be executed.  
 

This action is handled with the whole of Avocats Sans Frontières’ Network. 

DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENING OF THE ASF 
NETWORK 

Rome, 21 May 2010 : Avocats Sans Frontières Network, composed of national organiza-
tions worldwide wearing the same name (see complete list below) organized an internatio-

nal  conference on the theme: "the ethics of in-
ternational solidarity on justice and human righ-
ts". This  conference has helped numerous ex-
changes and reflections between different stake-
holders in international justice and human rights 
cooperation.  
The day after, the ASF Network held its second 
plenary Assembly. The first groundwork for a 
Charter lawyers without borders were thrown 
and working committees provided to continue 
their work.  

 
The ASF network now works on two emergency defense missions.  
One in the Democratic Republic of the Congo following the assassination of Floribert Che-
beya, President of the NGO « la Voix des sans Voix » ("voice of those without voice")" and 
another in Iran, for Sakineh Mohammadi-Ashtiani’s case (see article above).  
 

Finally, the ASF network continues its implication for the improvement of internatio-
nal solidarity.  
 
The Network took part in the 7th INGOS Conference of the International French Speaking 
Community Organization in June 2010.  
The next event will be in Istanbul in October  for the UIA Congress and in Dakar for  the 
World Social Forum in February 2011.  
The next and 3rd meeting of the ASF network is planned on 12 and 13 November in Douala. 
The high point will be the adoption and the signing of the Charter.  
 

The ASF network is composed of: ASF Brazil, ASF Cameroon, ASF France, ASF Guinea 
(Conakry), ASF Italy, ASF Mali, ASF Mauritania, ASF Netherlands, ASF Peru, ASF Sweden 
and ASF Switzerland. 

Edito  
  

Chairman of the Bar Philippe 
Joyeux presented us on June 
17th with the Medal of the Bar 
of Nantes, hallowing a fruitful 

and friendly collaboration.  
On June 25th I was elected 
President of the INGO section 
"Peace, Democracy and Hu-
man Rights" of the Organisa-
tion Internationale de la Fran-
cophonie ( International French 
Speaking Community Organi-
zation ).  
This autumn, the United Na-
tions has announced a new 
important financial support 

through its Fund for democra-
cy (UNDEF).  
Since the month of August we 
mobilized to fly to the rescue 
of Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtia-
ni, threatened with stoning 
and we filed an appeal for cle-
mency in her favour. The In-
ternational Observatory for 
Lawyers is more and more 
often referred of cases of la-
wyers threatened, imprisoned 

or killed because of their pro-
fessional activity.  
We wish to welcome everyone 
to our next events: General 
Assembly of 23 October and 
charity gala of 22 October.  
 
François CANTIER,  
President of ASF France  

IRAN : Avocats Sans Frontières France is committed to  
defending  Sakineh Mohammadi ASHTIANI  

Second meeting for ASF network - Rome, May 2010 
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On 26 July 2010, Duch, a former Director of the detention and torture centre S 21, was sentenced to 35 years in prison.  
However, he was able to benefit from a five year reduction of his sentence as a result of his unlawful detention under the authority 
of the military court in Cambodia between 10 May 1999 and 31 July 2007.  
The years of detention already served since 1999 will also be deduced from this sentence. 
 

Kaing Guek Eav, alias Duch, was found guilty of the following crimes between 17 April 1975 and 6 January 1979:  

§ Crime against humanity, persecution for political reasons, crime taking the following forms: extermination (this offence includes mur-

der), enslavement, imprisonment, torture (including an act of rape) and other inhuman acts.  

§ The following serious violations of the Geneva conventions of 1949 : wilful killing, torture and inhuman treatment, causing great suffe-

ring or serious damage to bodily security or health, intentionally depriving prisoners of war or civilians of their rights to a fair trial and illegal 
detention of civilians.  
 

In terms of moral and collective 
redress, it was decided that the 
Chamber would proceed to com-
pile all apologies and statements 
recognising liability made by 
Duch during the trial. Other civil 
parties’ requests were rejected.  
The Prosecutor's office filed for 
appeal of this decision  on 16 
August and Duch’s lawyer filed 
for an appeal as well on 24 Au-
gust. This trial will therefore 
continue before the Supreme 
Court.  

Verdict in Duchôs trial by the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts 
of Cambodia (ECCC)  

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: The Observatory follows the case of Me Firmin Yangambi  
After the first mission in April, the Observatory, UIA, AIJA, IPC and NBC jointly mandated a lawyer to attend 
the appeal Me F.Yangambi,  who was sentenced to death by the Supreme Military Court of Kinshasa-Gombé 
on 5 March 2010.  
While the Court refused to set F.Yangambi at liberty on 23 July 2010, the Observatory remains mobilized for 
the hearings on the merits coming soon.  
Today, he is still imprisoned in Makala prison. 
 

VIETNAM : mission for Me Le Cong Dinhôs appeal hearings 
 

Pursuant to an unfair trial, the sentence of 5 years ' imprisonment for Me Le Cong Dinh was 
upheld by the Court of appeal of Ho Chi Minh City on 11 May 2010.  
The Observatory  sent a mission to Ho Chi Minh City for the occasion, but like all international 
observers, they were unable to attend the appeal hearings.  
The Observatory continues to monitor this case and addressed diplomatic representatives on-
site for their assistance with obtaining permissions from the Vietnamese authorities to visit Me 
Le Cong Dinh in prison.  

 

Colombia: widespread threats against Colombian lawyers  
 

The Observatory went to Valle del Cauca and on the Atlantic coast in June 2010 to identify 
cases of threatened lawyers, with particular attention given to the case of Me. Jorge Molano.  
 

 

MEXICO: following -up cases of threatened lawyers  
 
At the Human Rights Comittee of the Bar of England and Wales’ presentation of its report on Mexican human rights defen-
ders, Observatory members met relevant attendees with whom future joint actions in favour of Mexican lawyers are possi-
ble.  

The annual report of the Observatory will be presented soon to the European Commission and will be  
posted on the website: www.observatoire -avocats.org  

Missions to help lawyers threatened in the DRC, 
the Vietnam and Colombia  

Alongside the No.1 trial, counsel for the civil parties of ASF France continues to work on trial no.2 
(see photo above), for which 1200 records of constitution of civil parties were filed by ASF France. 
This trial, involving four former Khmer Rouges executives which are still alive, is currently in phase 
of inquiry; the hearings on the merits should begin end of 2010 or early 2011.  
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Struggle against torture in Nigeria: ProCAT project  

With the support of: European Commission, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs (France), Embassies of France abroad, Prime Minister (France), Development French Agency, 
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie, National Council of bar associations, Conference of Presidents, National Federation of young lawyers unions, Clifford Chance 
(privileged partnership), Allen & Overy, Microsoft, School of Human Rights and numerous bars, French regions, departments and city councils.  

More than a hundred cases of torture victims have been followed since the beginning of the project:  
Relay lawyers, based in the four target states are working on the identification and follow-up of cases of torture victims, including visits to 
detention centres. The coordinating lawyer liaises with the relay lawyers and carries out monthly tours in those four target States (Kano, 
Kaduna, Plateau and Lagos). In August, she was joined by the head of mission Hélène Caby in meeting local actors, in anticipation of 
awareness-raising activities planned for the fall.  

 

40 judicial stakeholders discussed the issue of torture and received training on the protective legal instru-
ments and possible remedies for victims:  

In June, 2 members of ASF France, Zolika Bouabdallah and Laurent Gaudon, provided 3 days of training for stakeholders of Lagos, ac-
companied by Akinola Akinsanya, from the Legal Aid Council and Adebayo Omotayo, a resource lawyer trained earlier in the project.  
In July,  a three- days training in Kano was given by Jean-Sébastien Mariez, Pierre-Frédéric Degon, ASF France members,  and Rotkang 
Kyunni, a coordinating lawyer of the project.  

 

Follow -up mission and future actions:  
Marielle Breuil, Africa Coordinator of ASF France, conducted a follow-up mission to as-
sess the progress of the project and to strengthen collaboration with technical and finan-
cial partners. Ivan Paneff, project leader, will travel to Nigeria from 2 to 16 October. The 
2nd training session has been planned in Kaduna for this occasion, which will be set up 
as a round table bringing together the judicial actors and as well as a two-day gathering 
with relay lawyers in Abuja is programmed.  
 

Note: for security reasons, activities are suspended in the State of the Plateau.  
 
 

Photo : ProCAT project team and General Director of the Legal Aid Council, 2010 

This project provides for free services of 22 full -time lawyers across the Cambodian territory. They receive three 
training sessions per year, given by ASF France lawyers.  
 

A first training session on "Management of a law firm in compliance with the code of 
ethics", took place in Sihanoukville in July 2010 (see photo).  
This training was preceded by a training session on educational training methods, given 
to 6 Cambodian co-trainers.  
These training sessions were given by 2 ASF France lawyers, Alix Phiquepal of Arusmont 
and Nathalie Muller-Sarrallier.  
The next training session will be held in October 2010.  
 
 

ACTIONS PLANNED FOR THE COMING MONTHS: 
 

In order to strengthen local actors’ capacities, training of lawyers and Cambodian judges on human rights, defense rights and fair trial is 
scheduled:  
 

§ Training of trainee lawyers from Cambodia's vocational training centre:  15-20 November on «The role of the lawyer", in Phnom 

Penh.  

§ Training of trainee judges from the Royal School of Magistracy of Cambodia : from 22 to 26 November 2010, on "Criminal 

Procedure and the New Penal Code", in Phnom Penh.  

Å Å Å 

Å Å Å 

Å Å Å 

Legal Aid Project in Cambodia  

 

LAOS 
 

The project for 
strengthening the 

capacity of the  
profession of lawyer  

in Laos, provides for 2  
training sessions  in 2010:  

 
"The role of the lawyer" from  

6 to 10 September in Vientiane. 
  

"International legal instruments" from 
10 to 15 October 2010 in Vientiane.  

Ʒ Second implementation and completion of the West Africa program  :  
The program is coming to an end with the second accompanied training and the 
conclusion of the program for this group of 16 trainers, held from 6 to 10 October 
in Bamako, Mali. They will be followed by Marie-José Cantier and Philippe Mori-
ceau  

 

Interregional training of trainers in human rights in francophone Africa  

Ʒ Improving of teaching methods and of legal technique in Central Africa : This 3rd 
step of the program took place from 17 to 19 September in Gabon. The 22 participants, co-
ming from Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, RCA, DRC, Rwanda and Chad, were trained 
by Marie-José Cantier, Françoise Mathe and Hugo Jombwe.  



 

 

Testimony :  
Philippe Moriceau, lawyer, former Bâtonnier of Bayonne, Deputy Chairman of ASF France, head of trai-
ning "Defense before international courts" , tells us what he did for the project "Lawyers in the service of 
lawyers", in connection with the international lawyers Observatory.  
 
ASF France was asked to actively participate in the training of lawyers in Armenia via training techniques and knowledge 
of international criminal law and international criminal defense.  

 
"The training of trainers took place over five days and was given to ten students who will become, future trainers."  
Three other training sessions co-led with local trainers took place in February, May and September 2010.  
Success has been so considerable  that the order of lawyers of Yerevan was forced to limit participation.  
This action is interesting in several ways.  
It allows the Armenian lawyers to be better informed about the opportunities offered to refer cases to the European Human Rig hts 
Court.  
Substantive rights and procedural provisions were taught with great success.  
Some Armenian lawyers have already put their newly found knowledge in action.  
What is even more interesting about this program is that it helped to demonstrate that training permitted, in a country 
with a number of difficulties in the exercise of the legal profession as well as the exercise of defense rights, or simply 
Human Rights,  it can influence the wanderings of the local courts thanks to the threat of referring cases to the Euro-
pean Human Rights Court.  
It was a great success on the principle and a highly interesting experience. »  

New ! 

 

The Head office team thanks you for your reading.  
Director: Hugo MOUDIKI JOMBWE, Communication Officer: Elodie HERISSON, Financial Manager: Alexandre CROIZIERS de LACVIVIER, Coordinator for 
Asia: Séverine LACROIX, Coordinator for Africa : Marielle BREUIL, Coordinator International Observatory for lawyers: Charlotte BENOIT, ASF network’s  
Coordinator: Anne LUTUN, Executive Assistant in charge of trainings : Emeline BARDON and Webmaster: Rémi BACQUE.  
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To get more information or subscribe to a training : To get more information or subscribe to a training :   

call ASF France +335 34 31 17 83call ASF France +335 34 31 17 83   

Or email at: formations@avocatssansfrontieresOr email at: formations@avocatssansfrontieres -- france.orgfrance.org   

  Trainings offered by ASF France: Trainings offered by ASF France:   

CERTIFIED BY THE FRENCH NATIONAL BAR COUNCIL AND ANIMATED BY 
PRACTITIONERS SPECIALIZED IN PEDAGOGICAL ENGINEERING WITH 
EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURTS, OPEN TO THE 

PUBLIC, SUPPORTED BY THE FIFPL FORMATIONS  

Ʒ Tools for lawyers in the international field and the right to a fair trial  
 From 7 to 9 October 2010, Clifford Chance Paris Office 
Objectives: To identify mechanisms and concepts that allow to develop and implement strategies for the defense of rights in 
an international context and to know the foundations of the right to a fair trial (ethical and legal).  

Ʒ Defense before the International Criminal Courts , adôhoc and  special Courts 
From 27 to 30 October 2010, Allen and Overy Paris Office. 
Objectives: History of international criminal Justice, specificity and functioning of the international criminal courts, constitutive 
elements of crimes, procedure before ICJ, mechanisms of creation of the Ad'hoc and special International Criminal Courts, 
legal and philosophical underpinnings of these different jurisdictions, functioning rules of Ad'hoc and special International Cri-
minal Courts.  

ƷTraining of trainers - level 2  "Strengthening" -  Warning: this session is full.  
From 4 to 6 November 2010, Clifford Chance Paris Office 
Objectives: Develop and animate interactive modules tailored to the specific needs of students in different political, legal and 
cultural contexts.  

Ʒ Training of trainers - level 1 "The fundamentals".  
From 11 to 13 November 2010, Clifford Chance Paris Office 
Objectives: Develop and animate interactive modules tailored to the specific needs of students in different political, legal and 
cultural contexts.  

ƷRegional systems of protection of Human Rights : African and European  
From 18 to 20 November 2010 Allen and Overy Paris Office 
Objectives: how to use relevant actions at regional level. 

►Training in the Bars and law schools :  
On 7 May, a training on International Criminal defense at the Bar of Nantes was moderated by Me Philippe Mori-
ceau. This training was followed by a conference hosted by Mr. F. Cantier, President of ASF France.  

AGENDA 

Find the complete schedule of acti-
vities proposed by ASF France on:  
avocatssansfrontieres -france .org  

Coming 

soon  

§ 22 O CTOBER : CHARITY  GALA IN  SUPPORT OF ASF FRANCE  TO SUBSCRIBE : +335.34.31.17.83 

 

§ 30 O CTOBER TO 03 N OVEMBER :  54 TH CONGRESS OF THE UIA IN  I STANBUL  

§ 18 -19 N OVEMBER : EUROPEAN LAW  AND AUDIT  EXHIBITION , LEXPOSIA, P ARIS  

PALAIS  BROGNIART  

§ 18 -19 N OVEMBER : EUROPEAN FORUM FOR PRO BONO  


